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SN June 11, 1951

4 ' 15 -9%
Dear Fro 5 i
Dy ?[3
Miss Roddy is with us, han@ing up laundry number two for to=
day, 8o here I am writing 1o youe.

Life has locked up considerably since I made up my mind to
sell that bond and turn over the proceeds to Miss R. More slesep,
hence more pep, less nerves, more jole de vivre. At last I have
time to give a thouzht to what things must be bought and where,
and espec lally when, since I hadn't found a sitter I could trust
with the girls in the dayt ime, when the shopping must be done.Now
I can go to the dentist! Happily, I can slit and fondle the young
ladies now and then. I can contemplate how nice it is goling to ks
in Guatemala. 1 can maybe plan a small dinner ok two before we
leave, In short, the tremendous pressure is off. There is golng to
be a lot to do in connection with renting the house, also.

hrs. Rowse got home yesterday frem a short vacatlon during
which she went out to Gidnell to see Teddy graduate. last night
she came over and sald Teddy wanted to inspect the twins (much
to wy surprise, she said Teddy liked bables!)and so sure enough
they both came over to keep an eye on the ted o'click feeding.
The girls were quite sleepy, and refused to smlle at any of the
standard jokes that wow them when they aren't sleepy. But what I
wanted to tell you was that Mrs., Rowse had a couple of new lauremnce
stories I hadn't heard: It appears that before he left, L.J. paid
a call on Mrs. Rowse, who congratulated him upon his new position
as bilg brother. lLaurence accepted the congratulations with proper
erdq, bubwhen Mrs. R. sald she had a book iIn the library called
Blg Brother" which he might like to read now that he was one hime
self, he replied "The title doesn't interest me greatly.'"Soc Mrs.
Rowse didn't press the matter. However, she did point oui to him
that he was the twins' big brother, just as Teddg was Lawre Rowse's
big brother. "You mean he's her enormous brother,' Laurence remarked.
Between March-.and June, lLaurence has mastered the.art of sayling
his r's correctly, and he is justifiably pleased with himself- almost
as pleased as he is with his two new teeth, which have f ally come
in to replace the ones he lost last year.

rsychological blocks of huge proportions have hindered my
mentloning the bank. It is in terrible ¢ mdltion, for neither of us
has had a moment to spare for it. We hired a small colored boy for
whenever he could cane, and he came once, but hasn't retumed as yet.
The grass 1s beginding to look like that in the Great Plains before
the white man came. FPlegse don't ask me any more about it, for the
whole matter is palnful. The ivy we planted is doing well, under the
grass. We put Vigoro on the whole bank last fall, as you remember,

Ll hope to have a visgsit from Aunty: Plet the weekend of the
twenty=-fourth., Albert will sit for her. She says with defilant firm-
ness that she is golng to have a daughter In January.

CGousin Geritrule and Cousin Walter kindly came and sat for us
last Thrusday while we went to a reception for the new Colomb lan
Ambsssador. Cousin Gertrude sald she was delighted to have a chance
Lo play around with the twins, and I hope she meant it, but in any
case I was most grateful, and the girls came through with a bang by
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smiling fullsomely and gurgling happlly for the company. That time
all the old jokes appealed to them beth as humorcus in the extreme,
and they had their ugsual welcome for anyone with a bottle in his or =
her hand. Those young ladles are shamelessly willing to butter up
anyone bearing milk. As a result;-they are both plump and sassy.

They welghed in at almost ten pounds last Friday at the doctor's.

So far they have gone out of thelr way to prove that what Dogtor
Norton thought was enough milk for babies their age and welght was
not enough as far as Lthey were concerned, and I have had to step

it up cont inucusly far ahead of schedule. Even 80, they dra in each
bottle avidly to the dregs, and seem to feel that we are barely
satlsfying the most urgent pengs. We gave up trying to break them

of the two o'elock bottle because they told us each night for two
weeks that they were still extremely hungry in the middle of the
night. They won that argument hande down. It's easier to give it

to them than argue several hours each nignt. Thelr hair is still

the lovely brownish red it was, and lLaura's eyes end hair stul 11l

seem to be going to turn out a shade lighte® than Helen's. we can
tell them apart immedlately with no difficulty, and so can M ss

Roddy, but other people find 1t hard for the first half hou’ or
80. Nonetheless, they are definitely quite a bit differafit, in spite
of being "ldentical" twins, blologically speakingéThey have different
habite, too. Just for snexampde, Laura will always go right to sledp
without ¢rylng unlees she has a tunmy ache, while Helen almost ale
ways rears up in her 1little crib like a turtle (they sleep on their
tunnies) and cries mournfully for attention., She feels sociable after
meals, and l1ls delighted to be picked up and held- smiling with reward-
ing ease and touchling eagermess., Alas, we have very little time to
indulge her love of company and pleasant chatter. Even when she is
hungry Helen is so0 glad to be taken out of bed and fussed with that
she will sumile at a sufficiently good joke, but Laura wailts until
after she has imbibed sufficient milk before she will come forth

with any of her smiles. As 1 remember, Laurence was considerably older
before he smiled at all, and in fact he wasn't a sociable baby at all,
really. I think lLaura looks more llke Laurence did than does Helen,
but as 1 say, Laura ls qylte a smiler hersalf when circumstances
Justlfy good humnor.

IThe loan has been negotlated, so we can finally get around
LG buying our equipment for the great move. It 1is really high time,
for the packers will come on July 27, by which time everything must
be ready to go. I hope everything won't gang up on us at the last
aoments William 1is planning to take a week's leave at the end, and
Mjss Roddy will be heme till vwe go, so I feel far more confident of
being able to arrange things smoothly than I did two weeks ago.

+he house we are going to live in has been lived in by the
first Sec'{s of Embassy since 1939, 1t appears. That should mean
that many.little quirks have been ironed out, hooks put up where
hooks are called for, bells installed where bells are needed, etc.
There 1s & lot of Government fwmiture, which 1s very nice, but poses
a problem as regards curtalns, etc. Not knowing the color of the

government rugs, I can't buy wmaterial for curtains, chair coverings,
8%c., t1ll I see them..-Materlal 1s out of the guestion down there,

for all practical purposes. I shall Just have to cross that bridge
when 1 come to it. Luckily, there 1s a government furnished guwest
room and bath on the ground floor separéte from the rest of the
bedrooms. How nice for you and us! Also, there is a large enclosed
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garden with a child's room and bath off it, which will make it poss= -
ible for them to have a lot of siace to roam in without having to
track in and out the house for trips to the john. 43 I said on the 0
telephone when you so KINDLY called me, the place 1s apparently quite:
huge, but that again is another bridge I'll have to cross at the time.
More furniture fran the Embassy residence, which has recently been
redecorated, should be avallable scon, we are told. I hope 80, because
we slumply can't afford to furnish a bern. & friend of ours, Isabel
de Carcia, saw the place a few weeks ago and sald it is very nice
indeed, but as I say, very large. She sald a party for two hundred
is quite possible-meaning well, of course, but gending cold shivers
down ay spine.

Laurence 1s terribly exited aboult the trip. At first he was
unhappy for a moment about going by ship, because he pointed out he
had already been on & ship, bub never in an airplane. But when we
told him that the ambassador had kindly offered to send the Alr
Attache's plane down to Puerto Barrios to pick us up, if possilble,
he was overjoyed and could settle down to asking about ships in peace.
When we told him w¢ should k ave from New York, his cup overflowed.
He has rceally become a wonderfully sstlsfying little oy, and fery
geod indeed. He is much better at helping himself than formerly, and
absence has made his heart growyd fender toward wmamma. He was always
saying,"X¥bu sweet little mamma, how I love youl!", or "I won't let
anyone hurt you, mamma=- and I won't let anyone -hurt our babiesz, either."
Klsses and hugs were mine without asking, and of ccurse I reclprge- -
cated with great enthuslasm.

at last you have a real letter. Today was set apart espece
laily for writing to you. Much love to both of you, and tell me when
you are leaving on your trip. kease don't stopy writing to me just
because I can't wrile as often as I should like.

Love,

30f3 1951-06-11 5-97 LPK To JWC.Docx



